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THE BURNING BUSH

Thefirst seven verses of the third chapter of Exodus tells us a phenomenal story about
M oses and the burning bush that was not consumed by the flames.

"Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led
the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.

" And the angel (Heb. malawk: messenger) of the LORD appeared unto himin a flame
of fire out of the midst of a bush: and helooked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and
the bush was not consumed.

"And Moses said, | will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not
burnt.

" And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the
midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Heream |.

"And He said, Draw not nigh hither: put off your shoes from off your feet, for the place
whereon you stand is holy ground.

"Moreover he said, | amthe God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of |saac,
and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.

" And the LORD said, | have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt,
and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for | know their sorrows;

" And | amcome down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them
out of that land unto a good land and a largeland, unto a land flowing with milk and honey;
unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizztes, and
the Hivites, and the Jebusites." Exodus 3:1-7.

Thefirein thebush isidentified asboth, a messenger of the LORD and God Himself.
Biblical scholars have said that since the bush was made of wood, it is atype of humanity,
and we hold to that view aswell. So let us look abit more closely in this light. We cannot
help from noticing that the bush of many leaves, many people, was not consumed, so this
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particular bush not only represents something holy and beyond natural limitations; but also
the many membered body of Christ from whom God speaks. Moreover, that glorious body
IS seen to have been transformed by the refining fires of God and blazing with His glory.
This type is more clear in Romans 8:18-23 where Paul reveals the purpose of those
messengers who are transformed, manifested sons of God.

Firecan beaterrible bane, especially to those who are made of wood and have no control
over the flames when subjected to them. Such as, when God descended upon Mount Snai
as fire. His presence was shielded from Israel's carnal eyes by the menacing billows of
smoke, like the smoke of a furnace. Exodus 19:18. "And the sight of the glory of the LORD
was like devouring fire on thetop of the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel." Exodus
24:17..

Boundaries had been set to keep the people back. A message was al so sent to warn them
against breaking through to gaze, lest the fire should come upon them. There wasno harm
as long as they kept outside the danger zone. However, when Moses entered into the very
heart of it, it didn't singeahair of hishead. Hewasinjured no morethan when God stationed
Himself in the midst of the flaming acacia bush that burned without being consumed. Not
one leaf withered, nor aparched twig singed. Asit iswith the sons of God, they are not hurt
by the second death, the lake of fire; for they are in fact the flaming brimstone that makes
up that transforming lake.

For certain God is a consuming fire; but only to certain elements who abide in their
natural environment. Notwithstanding, there are things that will not burn, not even in this
consuming fire; such as silver, gold, and precious stones. They al can remain in that fire,
and there will be no ill to come upon them.

Theovercomers, theelect of God, consumesall who arecast into thisunquenchablefire
of God' slove, as our hearts are ravished and we open our entire being to Him. First, He has
entered into us, He becomes a consuming fire. This transforming Godfire, of course, does
not consume us; but it certainly consumes carnal minds, evil, and everything contrary to
Him.

With that, it can be gladly said that we dwell in God's devouring fire and walk in His
everlasting burnings. | saiah 33:14.

What a burning! What a burning as al darkness goes up in smoke and flames! At the
name of Jesus every knee will bow, of things in heaven, and of things in earth, as well as
thingsunder theearth. Every tonguewill gladly confessthat Jesus Christ isLord to theglory
of God the Father.



L et us now declare, be ye burned oh deplorable earth. Be consumed even to the depths
of our being. Any and all of everything that is not in God's image and likeness cease and
desist inthemidst of HisHoly Flames. Therewith, the new seed can be sown in the new earth
that will bring for the Kingdom fromon High in every quadrant of the earth, inwardly and
outwardly.

Let these hallowed words of fire also consume every part and parcel of unsanctified
religion that exalts itself unto the heavens but is of the earth, earthy. Only that which is
sacred can receive the refreshing rain and dew from Your bountiful heavens. Father, if
necessary, send forth Your fire-brand judgments like great hail stones of a talent in weight.
Also, let each of them fall with Your radiant truth upon your elect and even to the utmost
parts of Your creation. And upon wheresoever they fall will grind to powder any vilein us,
aswell asthe whole world. Send your loving judgments until not one atom of the old Adam
can be found in any of Your Heavens and New Earth.

Not withstanding, there was an anomaly with the burning bush. It deviated from what
would be normal, or expected; therewith, the burning bush was not consumed, which of
course, caught the attention of Moses. For how can abush burn and not be consumed? This
was surely the question that caused him to turn aside to see thismarvel. So likewise, it will
surely be when the burning bush of God's flaming sons is beheld in the wilderness of the
world. Those following after God will be astonished and aso be drawn to those flaming
leaves of Christ's many-membered bush. They, of course, like the one Moses beheld will be
amanifestation of the fire of the Lord, and in the same manner, not consumed. Of course,
they cannot be harmed by the fire that possesses them round about. For they are His
members which cannot be hurt by the flames, especially since they are the flames. We see
the same scenario with the Lake of Firewhichis comprised of everything and everyonethat
Is Godfire personified!

When the sons of God are manifested, of whom Paul wrote about in Romans 8:18-21,
those wonderful peoplethat knew primarily the Law of Moseswill surely bethe next to also
turn aside and seethismarvel. In doing so, they will hear the voice of God their Father from
that burning bush of many voices resounding as one.

Until now, most of the world has rejected the Lord. They not only have not wanted to
hear about God, but much less, they do not want to hear Him for themselves. Not only the
world; but many Christians have rejected Him. One example is that the many who do
embrace Him are like Israel at the base of Mount Sinai:

" And all the people saw thethunderings, and thelightnings, and the noi se of the trumpet,
and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off.
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And they said unto Moses, Soeak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with
us, lest we die." Exodus 20:18-19.

That was no different than reading the scriptures without the anointing of the Spirit, or
relying on pastorsto preach the letter of the word to them.

As time marches on, not only are more than a few not anxious to hear God for
themselves, for their fear of Him has been given over to indifference or traditional idolatry
which has been grounded deep in their way of thinking. And when thefiery judgmentscome
upon them, "They will go out from one fire, but another fire shall devour them..." Ezekiel
15:7.

Thisverse shows how those who refuse the dealings of God by firewill faceit later, and
they will know that He is the Lord as He rules in the kingdoms of men and sets His face
against them. Truly, the creatureisnot hisown savior nor the captain of hisown destiny; for
God has deemed it otherwise.

Having been falsely taught has caused many to refuse the fire of affliction, even calling
it the work the devil. But the godly firesthey reject will come to them later, but not only to
them, it will eventualy come to the world as well. With God's punitive, yet merciful
judgment, consider 1 Corinthians 5:1-5 where one man was turned over to Satan for the
destruction of hisflesh that he might be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. That man could
not escapethefiresof the Lord, and in this case, it was Satan, the man's great adversary that
served God's holy purpose.

Y ou see, Satan is subject to God in every facet of hisbeing. There'sno such thing asthe
omnipotent God wringing Hishandsand trying to figure out away to defeat thisterriblefoe.
Thisliar, accuser, and murder from his beginning isas much atool in His hand as any other
of His created beings whether flesh or spirit.

But back to our point of the burning bush, which is typical of the manifestation of the
sons of God, they will cause the whole world to come forward to be judged. Those having
been born of His Spirit will take off their leather bound shoes that separates and insulates
them from the holiness of God, and as it was with Moses after he turned aside, their lives
will be changed forever.

Y ou see, to turn aside in the Hebrew means to repent, turn around, reverse direction.
And we can count on it to be so with the firstfruits, those at His coming, the end rank of the
others, and then all creation. (rf. 1 Corinthians15:23). Thiswill cometo beevenif it takes
Godfire or averse fire to make it so.




Wergjoicethat it isthe Lord who does all the cleansing, refining and purifying, and we
receive it with joyfulness. He has chosen many people in times past, aswell astoday, to be
refined and to overcome all things. It is He in them that touches the core of their being. If
they do it on their own, apart from Him, they would be their own saviors. With such, they
would have no need of Him.

Surely, this buffeting playsamajor part of bringing usto the transfiguration of the sons
of God. Inthe Lamsa trandlation of Hebrews 5:8 and Matthew 17:2 weread that: " Though
he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered.” " And Jesus was
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes turned white like
light."

Shining as the sun, He manifested the fire of God, His clothes radiated the light of His
full glory. And do we think it will be any less after our suffering is finished and our time
comes like His was upon the mountain? No difference at all. Like Big Brother, like little
brothers!

"For asthelightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto thewest; so shall also
the coming of the Son of man be." Matthew 24:27. Hisfireisintheform of lightning. Inthis
case of prophecy concerning His coming was in judgment upon Jerusalem in AD 70 by
Titus Roman army. Quite a number of those walking and living in Him, believe He was
speaking aso of our day, which certainly have close similarities.

We are awarethat there are cherubim of the Lord with flaming swordsthat keep the way
to the Tree of Lifein Paradise as noted in Genesis 3:24. Of course, these cherubim are not
ultimately to keep people out of the Garden of God; but only to let those in who have no
flesh or carnal nature left in them. No corruption shall enter God's Paradise.

At the end of the age, the sons will be the very fire of God—the express image of His
person. As lightning goes from the east unto the west, so the sons shall cover all the earth.
Standing as angels of the Lord (similar to Exodus 3 in the burning bush), they shall be
instrumental in releasing creation from the bondage of corruption.

DEVOURING FIRE AND EVERLASTING BURNINGS

“The sinnersin Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us
shall dwell with the devouring fire? Who among us shall dwell with *everlasting
burnings?” Isaiah 33:14.

(*6lam, age-lasting, for the age)

We see that the question suggests that there is a people who can livein thefires of God,



and verse 15 verifiesit:

"He that walks righteously, and speaks uprightly; he that despises the gain of
oppressions, that shakes his hands from holding of bribes, that stops his ears from hearing
of blood, and shuts his eyes from seeing evil."

We should not fear the holy flames of God,; for thisis one of the things with which He
makes His people overcomers. |n one place John the Baptist said that Jesuswill baptize you
with the Holy Spirit, and (Greek, kai, even) fire, indicating that HisHoly Spirit isthe same
as Fire. Matthew 3:11. Shy not from the fiery trials; for truly, it is by fire He purifies His
people and even brings the worst of to Godly sorrow that works repentance unto salvation.
Frankly, the fire of God isagreat placeto be; for it istherein where we dwell with Him, or
it will be that which brings to the person a deeper, richer life.

Malachi poses asimilar question asthat of Isaiah. He asked: "...\WWho may abide the day
of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like A REFINER'S
FIRE...." Malachi 3:2.

It is no longer amystery that the appearing of the Lord isin His corporate body of the
firstfruits, the express manifestation of His person. These arethe oneswho can abidein His
devouring fireand everlasting burnings. Sincethey areonewith Him, asflamesof fire, they
are delighted to be in the midst of His glorious GODFIRE!
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